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Frederick Wiseman introduces his films in Jihlava  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Press Release, October 23, 2008 
 
The main guest of this year’s Jihlava IDFF is a living legend of American documentary 
Frederick Wiseman . This still active film maker who is famous for his criticism of American 
governmental institutions will introduce a profile of his forty years long career.  As a part of 
Translucent Beings category , he will present selected films, starting with his documentary 
Law and Order  from 1969 and ending with his new film State Legislature  that premiered 
only two years ago.   
 
 
„I try to immerse myself, to the extent I can, in t he life of a place of which I have little 
prior knowledge, and I don’t go in with a thesis I try to prove or disprove. The shooting 
of the film is the research. My response to that ex perience is what the final film is 
about.“ 

Frederick Wiseman 
 
 
Frederick Wiseman, is a living legend of American d ocumentary and one of the 
greatest documentary filmmakers in the history. With him, the autumn Jihlava will 
welcome a big critic of American government and other institu tions and a glossarist of 
the democratic establishment  who is in the same time an observer of a man trapped in the 
net of institutions.   
 
Frederick Wiseman was born on January, 1 1930 in Boston, Massachusetts. Soon, his 
interest and love of films won over a career in law. He finished his first full length film in 1967. 
Titicut Follies  is an unprejudiced “portray” of at the State Prison for Criminally Insane that 
caused panic by the government officials who banned it from circulation except of screenings 
for experts. The film was allowed for open distribution by a Supreme Court rule in 1991. 
Nevertheless, Wiseman continued covering similarly provocative topics in his rough films 
High School  (1968), Law and Order  (1969) or Hospital  (1970. Its uncompromising style 
makes it a part of the golden documentary cinema fund.  
Wiseman is defined by his targeted non-intervening approach to depicted situations wit h 
no questions asked and no traditional “”documentary  situation” provoked.  The power 
of his movies is in a striking naturalness and pragmatism with which his camera is able to 
immerse in the surrounding events. Oftentimes, he does that in places and parts of 
institutions which a normal citizen does not have a chance to see. And even if a normal 
person succeeds and gets to peak in, he or she often end up as a victim.  
 
His first films introduced him as an anti-illusion critic who discloses the perversion of social 
establishment on the example of different branches of the administration and as a filmmaker 
who uses documentary as a weapon against the injustice of institutions and politics. But 
Wiseman points out: „The Correctional Institution at Bridgewater was a horrible place in 
Titicut Follies, but even within that horror, there  were people who worked hard and 
well. And since Law and Order, to the extent that I ’m trying to do anything, it’s to show 
as wide a range of human behavior as possible, its enormous complexity and 



12th Jihlava International Documentary Festival 2008 
October 24 – 29, 2008 

Jan Hlubek 
Press service / media@dokument-festival.cz / GSM: +420723394769 

diversity.“  Behind his analytically precise research of the system, there is a concert about 
an individual human being.  
 
Translucent Being Frederick Wiseman presents follow ing films of his wide 
filmography:  
 
Law and Order (1969) – this third Wiseman’s full length film covers the daily lives of ordinary 
police officers  - men in uniforms, investigators as well as offenders and people who are 
asking police for help. The film is not flattering either of the sides; it follows the daily routine 
step by step and leaves it up to the viewer to make his or her own evaluation of the results. 
Essene  (1972) – is a profile of the everyday life in a Benedictine monastery. It is a story of a 
struggle between personal needs and desires with the general demands of a monastery 
institution. It is a study of a fascinating institutional process in which individual personal 
aspirations are directly connected to the aspirations of the whole community.  
Welfare (1975) – a study of the American welfare system and a broad spectrum of problems 
the welfare deals with (unemployment, child abuse, divorces, health and mental problems).  
Model (1980) – an insight in the modern modeling industry. The world of today’s fashion is 
seen from the individual perspective of models, designers, photographers as well as 
managers and also from the institutional perspective of the system.  
Ballet (1995) – is a portray of the famed ballet ensemble American Ballet Theatre and its 
employees, reaching from production assistants to respected solo-dancers. The camera 
follows their preparations in their New York studio as well as during their tour to Copenhagen 
and Athens.. 
State Legislature (2006) – one of the biggest events on TV screens in 2007. The film State 
Legislature follows with an exact and analytical approach the legislative board’s meeting in 
the US state of Idaho. It shows the vibrant personalities of congressmen, lobbyists and their 
assistants, searching for the limits of the democratic system.  
 
Including his complete “Army Trilogy”:  
 
Basic Training (1971) – how does the transformation of ordinary citizens into professional 
soldiers look like? The ideological industry of muddy drilling grounds and lecture halls in the 
nine month of the basic cadet training.  
Manoeuvre  (1979) – a routine army drill of NATO in Western Europe from the perspective of 
US tank infantry is a search for the sense, function and affectivity of the conventional way of 
fighting in the nuclear era.  
Sinai Field Mission  (1978) – description of the day to day live at the US army base on Sinai 
peninsula which was installed as a reaction to the Yom Kippur war of 1973 to simplify the 
peace process between Egypt and Israel.  
 
 
 
SECTION FOR FILM PROFFESIONALS 
 
EAST EUROPEAN FORUM | October 22 – 27, 2008 – Jihla va 
 
 
The 8th East European Forum  will host the largest number of 
international TV professionals so far. As of September 21, the 
following commissoning editors have confirmed their participation:  
Franz Grabner (Austria, ORF), Rudy Buttignol (Canada, 
KNOWLEDGE NETWORK), Cynthia Kane (USA, ITVS), Flora Gregory (UK, Aljazeera 
English), Claudia Bucher (France, ARTE Strasbourg), Cynthia Lopez (USA, P.O.V./American 
Documentary), Wim Van Rompay (Belgium, LICHTPUNT), Katja Wildermuth, (Germany, 
MDR), Charlotte Gry Madsen (Denmark, DR TV), Jane Jankovic (Canada, TV ONTARIO), 
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Wilbur Leguebe (Belgium, RTBF), Jessica Raspe (Netherlands, AVRO), Katarzyna 
Malinowska (Poland, TVP), Sandra Whipam (UK, Channel 4), Lois Vossen (USA, ITVS - 
Independent Lens), Claudia Bucher (France, ARTE Strasbourg), Outi Saarikoski (Finland, 
YLE), Milka Pavlicevic (Germany, ZDF-ARTE Germany).  
 
A complete list of commissioning editors who will be discussing potential funding options with 
the authors of 24 East European documentary projects will be posted at www.DOCUinter.net 
by the end of September. 
Audiences will be able to explore tangible results of the Forum in cinema theatres. Ten 
documentary films that were made last year with the support of the East European Forum will 
be included in the festival programme or the East Silver market.  
Contact:  Hana Rezková, hanka@docuinter.net, +420 777 240 005, www.DOCUinter.net 
 
 
EAST SILVER | weekend presentations of TV Funds  
 
East Silver Market (October 24-29, 2008) organises moderated 
breakfasts For industry professionals where the most important 
international TV funds are presented. 
 
 
Saturday 25th of October, 9.00 – 10.00, Horacké Divadlo, Jihlava 
Austrian-Eastern-European TV-Film-Coproductions 
Presented by:  Film-producer Knut Ogris (Knut Ogris Films) 
Apart from possible co-productions with Film-funds Vienna, television companies, Austrian 
Television Fund / Austrian Regulatory Authority for Broadcasting and Telecommunications 
(RTR) with a budget of EUR 7.5 million will be presented. Its purpose is to improve the 
quality of television production, the sustainable capacity of the Austrian film industry, and to 
ensure the diversity of the cultural landscape, and: to contribute to strengthening the 
audiovisual sector in Europe. 
 
Sunday 26th of October, 9.00 – 10.00, ITVS International  
Presented by:  ITVS fund Programming Manager Cynthia Kane   
ITVS International  seeks proposals for public TV programs which take creative risks, serve 
underrepresented audiences and express points of view seldom seen on commercial or 
public TV. OPEN CALL provides completion funding for single non-fiction programs (not 
series) that are already in production. It is the largest funding initiative with two funding 
rounds per year. There is no minimum or maximum funding amount, though ITVS funds 
should be the last money in to the project. 
 
Contact:  Miriam Šimková, Tel: +420 775 060 821, office@eastsilver.net, skype: 
eastsilver.net, www.eastsilver.net 
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WE ARE HAPPY TO WELCOME YOU AT THE JIHLAVA IDFF 200 8 
 
Marek Hovorka / festival director / fedofil@dokument-festival.cz 
Andrea Slováková / commissioning editor and communications manager / andrea@dokument-
festival.cz 
Jan Hlubek / media manager and press service / 723 394 769 / media@dokument-festival.cz 
Jan Hintenaus / production / 774 101 652 / office@dokument-festival.cz 

 
 

Main Partner: 
RWE  Transgas a. s. 

 
Main Media Partner: 
Česká televize 

 
Co-organizer of film professionals section: 

Institute of documentary film 
 

 
Partner of  “Square” section: 
Kronospan 
 
Partners: 
Easytalk 
Student agency 
DataKal 
Bouwfonds   
 
Regional partner: 
Top Computers 
 
The festival was supported by: 
Ministry for Culture, Czech Republic 
State Fund for the Support and Development of the 
 Cinema of the Czech Republic 
City Jihlava  
MEDIA Programme 
International Visegrad Fund 
Region Vysočina 
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela  
Embassy of the United Mexian States  
Embassy of Chile 
Embassy of Cuba  
Embassy of France  
Embassy of the United States 
 
 
Media partners  
Respekt 

aktuálně.cz 
Český rozhlas 
Lidé a Země 
A2 kulturní týdeník 
Rádio 1 
Cinepur 
Literární noviny 
Cinema 
Film a doba 
 
Regional media partners 
Český rozhlas Region 
Deník Vysočina 
Hitrádio Vysočina 
Jihlavské listy 
MF Dnes 
Rengl 
SNIP 
 
Media cooperation: 
Vysočina news 
Kult.cz 
Freemusic 
 
International Media Partners 
Kino Ikon 
Film New Europe 
 

 


